Tumors and cysts.
"Congenital" tumors that cause hydrocephalus early in life are large masses and can easily be detected by ultrasound. CT is better for differentiating among the diverse types of mass lesions and is performed after screening by ultrasound. In our experience, ultrasound has proved successful for visualizing all of the intracranial cysts except those in the temporal fossa. Most patients with temporal fossa cysts, however, have other symptoms and signs, such as asymmetric head and seizures that lead to further investigation and correct diagnosis despite the failure to identify the temporal cysts by ultrasound. With newer and better ultrasound equipment, the detection of temporal fossa arachnoid cysts will be improved. We believe that neurosonography should be the initial tool for investigating infants and neonates who present with large heads or abnormally rapid increase in head size.